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POLICY FOR SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN, 

YOUNG PEOPLE AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

“Prevention is better than cure”

GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS
Our child protection officer
Sarah Shirley-Priest

can be contacted on

07711 860980

sarah.shirleypriest@stratfordarchers.org.uk
Stratford Archers welcome with equal respect all archers regardless of age, background, ethnicity or bow type.
STRATFORD ARCHERS

POLICY FOR SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN, 

YOUNG PEOPLE AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

“Prevention is better than cure”

GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS

This document for the guidance of parents is drawn from the official document issued by archery GB (The Grand National Archery Society) under the title

archery GB – Policy for Safeguarding Children, Young People and Vulnerable Adults  

Stratford Archers are conscious of the increasing national concern for the safety of young people and the need to protect them from possible harm or abuse.

We are obliged to have numerous policies, checks and paperwork in place to support this.

Recent stringent regulations have persuaded us to require the presence of a parent or guardian whenever their child is taking part in a Club activity. This applies to all Juniors under the age of 16. Every Club member is conscious of the need to keep an eye on and help the Juniors. Parents will appreciate that this is only “keeping an eye on” and cannot replace their own care.

We welcome the parents’ involvement in their children’s sport either as helpers at events or indeed to come and shoot with us!

We find we can allow Juniors who have reached the age of 16 to travel to and take part in our own Club events unsupervised providing we have a letter/form from the parent or guardian permitting this.

The Club has adopted the archery GB policy mentioned above. The official document is downloadable from the GNAS website. The Club Policy is a summary of this and is obtainable on demand. The Club Policy is issued to all Club members. It contains extensive practical advice for our Club members, the Committee, Coaches and our Juniors on Good Practice and procedures for reducing hazards.

A number of Club members, in particular all qualified coaches, have undergone CRB checks. 

We have appointed a Child Protection Officer who attends to any issues to do with safeguarding Juniors. If you have any concerns about the safety or welfare of your children, please contact our CPO.

As part of our safeguarding we have a simple anti-bullying policy:  horseplay, excessive teasing, mockery or scorn, offensive language, aggression are all nipped in the bud. Where necessary a reprimand is given or the parent involved. Rowdy behaviour is not tolerated as it is a safety issue. The Club has the right to refuse membership.

THE TEAM

We try to keep an up to date poster on our equipment shed door with photos of our main team members – Committee, Helpers, Coaches – to help people to identify them.

PAPERWORK

Nowadays we are obliged to ask you to fill in a Permission form. This is a confidential document on which you can tell us if your child has any medical problems or allergies, you can give permission for First Aid to be administered in the unlikely event of need, you agree to accompany your child to archery events at the appropriate times, you can explain who else has your permission to escort your child and you can give us emergency contact numbers. Finally you can give or refuse us permission to coach your child in archery using photographic equipment.

We would like to summarise those parts of the Safeguarding Policy are of particular interest to the parents of our Junior members.

SUPERVISION

Juniors sometimes shoot mixed into the line with the adults, sometimes as a group. When shooting as a group there should be two adults looking after a maximum of 10 children. There will always be one experienced archer or coach helping the Juniors. We hope that parents present will support our supervision. With children under 8 a parent is required by law to be present.

TRANSPORT

Please bear in mind that we cannot bring your child home at the end of an activity let alone go home ourselves leaving children unattended. You or a person you authorise must be there at the end of the session to take the child aged under 16 home. Another reason for your presence throughout the session is that young children sometimes tire or become cold and need to go home early. If you ask someone else to undertake this, someone who is a stranger to us, we would appreciate a brief note giving permission – name of the person, your child and your signature are sufficient.

EVENT TIMETABLE

We issue a Shooting Schedule every half-year and Newsletters more frequently. Both can be downloaded from our website or sent on paper. In this way you will know what is going on, where and at what time.

As Juniors progress in skill they can take part in competitions at other Clubs. Again we have to say that it is your responsibility to transport them there and attend to their welfare throughout the day. Please ask about the timings, equipment, clothing and food requirements if your child wishes to take part in a tournament. 

COACHING

The Club has several coaches: 2 are experienced County Coaches, another is an experienced Coach and 4 are recently trained Level 1 coaches; some of the 7 are teachers by profession. Coaching is done on a fairly informal basis and is ongoing throughout the year. 

Our policy is that Coaches do not normally impose themselves on archers; they may offer advice or wait to be asked. If your Junior wishes to work with a Coach, again please ask or encourage him or her to ask. All our coaches are there to help by positive support.

If there is an immediate shooting or equipment problem just ask anybody – we’re all willing to help. We recommend you discuss requirements with a coach before purchasing equipment.
Occasionally still or video photography is used as a coaching aid. Our Safeguarding Policy is that images of Juniors are deleted as soon as they have served their coaching purpose, normally immediately after the session. You or your child are entitled to refuse any use of photography on the Agreement form.
We are also required to point out to you that coaching sometimes involves what is, in archery, a very minimal physical contact to aid posture and shooting.

ENJOYMENT

Our aim (!) is to enjoy the sport, each in his or her own way. Some come for a chat & some exercise, some to win competitions, most for a bit of both. 

We accept any style of equipment: recurve or compound, longbow or flatbow or crossbow.

We shoot target, field or clout; barebow or freestyle – all forms of archery are welcome at Stratford Archers!

Come along and enjoy archery with your children!
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